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HABS No. 5C-78

Saint James Church
Goose Creek Ticinity
Berkeley County
South Carolina

Historical Data:

This Parish was 12id off by Act of Assembly
Tovember 30, 1706, and its boundaries defined by an
Act Decenmber 18, 1708, Before the establishment
of the Chmreh of England by law in this Province,
the District about Goose Creek had becowe thickly
settled. The Reverend William Corbin A.M. is the
first clergyman on recerd who officiated in the
settlement: he arrived in 1700, and left the Province
in 1703.

Seint James Church is a haadsome rough-
cast brick edifice with four arch-sashed windows and
a door on each side. The roof is sunporied by four
Doric colums on eaclh side and the walls zre adorned
with several handsome monuments, The aisles are
peved with flagstone. The cherubs in stucce over
eacii of the keystones are famous snd so is the
nelican feeding her young, over the west door. The
Britisii Royszl Arms are still above the wmaln entrance.
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ST. JAMES' CHURCH
Goose Creek, Berkeley County, South Carolina

Oymer: Episcopal Church

Date of erection: 1711

Pregent condition: Good

Description:

Hasonry plastered and painted buff pink; one high story be-
low & jerkinhead root. The plan is a simple rectangle with no
orojectiong. Although the wast is the principal liturgical
elevation, the two sides are more important architecturally as
they are five bays, in contrast to the three of the west eleva-
tion. The west doorway has stucce end stone enrichments in the
form of Doric pillasters and a frieze enriched with pseuwdo-
triglyphs with flaming hearts in the metopes. Above is a pedi-
ment containing in the tympanum a. pelican and her young. The
eight-panel double doors are now covered with metal sheathing.
Flanking the doorway are semi-circular arched-head windows ten
lights high, four lights wide. Thess are fremed by plaster ar-
chitraves with cherub heads in place of keystones. The corners
of the building have rusticated stucco gquoins. The windows of
the side elevations are identical, bui the central doors are
smaller and lack the modillioned enrichments; the pediments are
segmental. The east end has three arched windows, the center
being enlarged over the others.

The interior contains much detsil of interest, ineluding a
plastered and marbleized reredos with coupled composite pilas-
ters and broken serpentine pediment containing royal srms. On
the window 511l i3 lettered "the invitation," indicating that
this was originally the retable of the altar. The present
pulpit is a later inclusion. It seems probable that the wood
nave arcades are subsequent to the original building and were
introduced to stabilize the roof. The west gallery is eight-
eenth-century and has placed against it a fine hatchment of
Ralph Izard. : '

Additional data:

. The parish is the oldest Eplscopal parish, outside of
Charleston, in South Carolina and was established by the Church
Act of 1706, The present building seems to have been built be-
tween 1711 and 1719 during the rectorate of the Reverend Fran-
cig le Jau, D.D., a missionary of the Scciety for the Propaga-
tion of the Geospel in Foreign Parts., .
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BLSTCRIC AGREICHE BUILDINGS UV HIBS o,

N S AP IRO0PLL CHULLH
& LAl Jri.i';iiz(.:)
in sddendum o
Saint James! Ghurch
Goose Creek, Douth Carclina
in HABE Ceielos (1941)
AGdress. Goose Creelk, Berkeley County, south Cerolina {11

miles north of Cherleston).

The following is based on observation of the bullding, June 14, 1962
and invoerviews with Samuel La¢ll rd Stoney, 129-X Tradd Ilreet,
Charleston, South Carolina, June 1962 and June 1263;

PERL Y. COMBENTARY OF DATZ WHITTEN I 1941

After the earthouaske of 1886 waauthenivic restorations were made to
the tuilding; the exberior photographs of 1940 and the desceripiion
of 1941 deal with the building in that state. sorc recent restora-
ticn work, based upon carcful study, has changed the &appearance.
fhese addenca desl with the stete of the church building in 1962.

RART II.DESCRIPTION OF ALTERATIONS PRIOR TG THE WMOST RECENL
RESTORATION

A, Exterior

1. welis: In 1955 an effort was nmede to arrest apparont
deterioration of brick in the walle, Lt first concrele

foolings were inserted diagonally “t the cornersof the
building; this proved ineffectlvg, for cracks appeared.
Ihen the original foundations below grade vere removed
and replaced by reinforced concrete foolbings. HNo.
further cracking has been observed.

2. Itoof: the form of the roof was aliered in 1876,
facilitate clating; old tiwmbers of the frame ghow bhai
these changes were made.

3. Shutiers: In 1876 netal-clad shutters were placed over
the windows, and the deoors were sheathed with metal,
as safeguards againgt fire.

4.  Barthguske damage: Exbtensive damage was done by the
earthquake of 188G, whose epicentrum was very near.
£% this time the viestern gable collapsed.

5. Ornamenial stucco: In 1907 cherubim crowning some of
the windows viere replaced, and & pelican~in-pietly
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of theo otaers appeer Ho have tean Lost befor

the Gime 01, the earthguexe.  swo thad had been cu*“‘cg
ix Lors were wQLOVCT aind placed over

the viegter: ulﬁ?“”': whe one gver the soyuth wiandow of

the west .hll gurvLves LUl the other uccayed snd vas

i over the othor WmhuO”S are eivher

e racovered figures or those olaced

(53
o
o

IS

w

B.
Iron tie rods were inseried just shove the
ceiling din 1344 o brace the eside walls
- Chancel fuzn shings:  he design and material of the
polnlt and reading desk indlceate i3 to be a late
16@h~conthd oroe rW“ igth~century replacenens. -he
corrsunicon il is evidently an addivion, possibly {ron
1876,

. hite b ngil 1231 the church wes divided from tho surround-
ing fo gt of 1is glebe only by ¢ dltch and banii. The oresent
brick wa3l and wrought iron gate were bullt then, ihe gote
followling a conbenmporary (early 19th century) mofel in
Croydon, Angland.

P TEL.DesCRIPTION OF BUCENT RESTORATION YORE

Jestern Pacade: After ihe succcssfal replocoment of founda-

vions

in 19%5 the walls weye repaired and the decorationg of

the facade were regtored, following the oldest Inown piclure
of the church, a water zolov made by Cherles Frascr c. 1800,

‘nis

.

vori followsd the d*ﬁigns of Jamuel G. Stoney, and was

carried out under his diresction.

The Homsn boric niimsters were guprnmouncen by an entablaturas
ana pedimeni, T the friewse above the pilasters are conven-
tional trigly between them Live flaming hearts, retained

from

a*ety feeding her hungry young with her oun flesh and blocd,

it

hs,
the old facade of 1806, In the tympnvun 2 pellcan-in-

Eymbol o bthe sa ﬂamenz, modeled more closely to the coa-
VEﬁulonal fore, replaced the one set wo in 1907, Wetal
cneathing was removed from the doors, but retained on the
shutiers. The cymatium was carried e ross the face of the
building to meet the eaves, as shown on Freser’s sketch.



PART 1V,

SATNT JAMES' PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH
(former Parish of Saint James)
HABS No. 3C-79 (Paze 32)

mastern Facade: AL The same time the east gable had a cornice
restored, missing from the time of the earthquake.

Exterior Generally: The exterior was painted a light red
with white enrichments.

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTICN CF THE BUILDING, FROM OBSERVATION

A,

Exterior

1. Over—-all dimensions: About 40' x 5G*; one storyv;
facing west.,

2, Foundations: The lower portion of the walls, about 3',
projects somewhat, with & water table,

3. Wall comstruciion: Walls are about 19" thick, of soft
brick, stuccoed on the exterior and plastered on the
interior.

4. Wall composition: The north and south sides are similar,
having central entrance doors and two arched windows on
either side. The west front has a2 central entrance and
one window on each side. The east end has three windows,
the ceniral one larger than the others. Quoins enhance
the corners.

5. Openings:

a. Doorways: The main door in the western facade is
framed by pilasters with entasis, carrying an
entablature and pediment, in the Roman Doriec style.
The frieze and bed molds of the cornice break out
over the pilasters; there is a single triglyph over
each pilagter. In the frieze between are five flam-
ing hearts. The crowning cymatiuom of the pediment
extends acrosg the face of the building to the side
cornices. In the tympanum is a pelican-in-plety,

a symbol both of the maternal love of the Church
and of the Eucharist. The door has two leaves,
five panels in each.

The north and south doorways are similar to each
other, having modified Roman Doric pilasters, sim-
plified entablatures and segmental pediments. Each

door has two panels with bolection moldings.

b, Windows: Openings are gemicircular-arched and
trimmed on the exierior with a stueco architrave,



SAINT JRMES' PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH
(former Parish of Seint James)
HABS o, $C-79 (Poge 4)
. without impost. A4t the crown of each is a cherub

in relief, Sash arce double hung, 12 lights over
12 lights, with a stilted fanlight above., There
are simple pancled shulters, covered on the out-
gide with sin.

6. Roof: The roof form ig that of & hipped gable, covered
with slate. There is a small stucco cornice.

B. Interior

. flan. 7The building 1s& rectangular, divided by colonnades
into three aisles. There is a gallery at the west end,
over an open narthex, reached by means of a small stair
in the noctheast corner. 4 pulpit is centered at the
east end. (Note: the colonnades and gallery are original
features).

2. Nave colonnades: ZEaeh consilgie of three hays. Colums
are of solid pine, round end tapered; eapitals consist
simply of an abacus. Those at the ends are half-columns.
Qver each bay is a wooden pseudo arch of segmental oub-
line with keyblock. These pseudo arcades carry & blind
clerestory aboul 4'~-6" in height, behind which is a
(concealed) lattiee truss over each eolonnade. 4 verbi-

.. cal block over each colwn exiends through the height
i of the clerestory.

3. Gallery: The wooden gallery rests on four Ionie eolumms
and two Ionic pilasters, with a rather wide entablature,
above which is paneling in the form of a classical attic.

AN Heredos: The reredos 18 most notable for its monumental -
scale, unusual for its time in the United States. Fram-
ing the chancel window are the halves of a Barogue
tabernacle in the Composite order. The halves consist
of coupled pilasters standing on a low pedestsl course,
cerrying the halves of a broken swansneck pediment.
ibove the window, in the round, are the arms of George
I--the only known example of such insignia surviving
in an fmerican Colonial church from Pre~Revolutionary
times. At the key-point of the window's archivolt is
g Bible supported by two eherubim. On the archivoli
and below the window sill are texts in raised letters.
The monumental effect of these decorations was impaired

by tablets containing the Creed, lord's Prayer and
Commandments, plaeed over the pilasters in 1758. The
decorations are stuceo, except for florets in the eor-
nice between modillions, whieh are of metal. The de-
tails of the reredos are eolored and marbleized.




SAINE JAMES' PROTESTANT IPISCOPAL CHURCH -
(Former Parish of Szint James)
[IABS No. 3C-79 (Pege 3)

5.  Pulplit: The reading desk and pulpll compriszes an
elevated feature, reached Dy a curving stair; a
hexagonal sounding bosrd is suspended above, Its
style and structure (cypress painted to . imitate
mehogany } indicate the last decade of the 19th
century as s probable date.

6. Celling: the plaster ceiling is flat, the portion over
the nave being higher than that over the side aisles.
There 1s no coranice. '

7. Pews: There are four rows Of paneled box pevs.

&. Flooring: The floor is covered with flagging. (Wooden
floors evidently placed in the pews aboud 1844 decayed
and becsme termite-infested, and were removed in 1949.)

Q. Vestry: 4 vestry room under the stair which leads to
the gallery was probably enclosed in 1844,

PART V, HISTORICAL HOTE

This ehurch represents the earliest Anglican congregation (not parish)
outside Charleston, in this colony. The present bullding replaeed

an eariier one of record. According to the correspondence of the
Reverend Dr. Francis Le Jau, rector of the Parish when the ¢hurch was
begun, it was in building by 1708, It was completed in 1719.
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